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He prayed not so much for relief from the crocodile's clutches
but for enlightenment and moksha. He wanted to tear the veil
which hides the light of the atman from this worldly routine
act of living.  Hari heard this sincere prayer of His devotee.
He rushed to his rescue, raising the discus in His hand. The
elephant prayed offering the raised lotus. Narayaca let loose
the discus which split the jaw of the crocodile. There was great
rejoicing in the heavens. The gandharvas danced. The sadhus,
kinnaras and sages praised the unfailing Almighty. Actually the
crocodile was a gandharva in his earlier birth. His name was
Huuhuu. He had been cursed in his earlier birth. Once upon
a time Devala, a rishi was standing in the water and offering
prayers. One day this gandharva was hiding in the water and
pulled the rishi by his legs. The rishi got angry and cursed that
the gandharva should be born as a crocodile.  Consequently,
the gandharva changed into a crocodile and he lived in the
lake which was usually visited by the elephants for quenching
their thirst Gajendra the elephant whom he caught, was, in his
earlier birth, Indradyumna, a king. He was a great devotee of
Hari. But one day when he was deeply immersed in meditation,
Agasthya Rishi came there. But the king, lost in his prayers,
did not notice the arrival of the great rishi. As the King did
not welcome him with the atithi satkaras the rishi angered,
cursed the king to become an elephant. But even as an elephant
the king continued his absolute devotion and dedication to God,
Hence it was that wherever he went, he plucked a lotus flower
and offered it to Perumal.  It was on one such occasion that
the elephant who was Indradyumna went to the tank where
the crocodile (who was the gandharva by name Huuhuu in
his earlier birth) pulled the elephant into the lake. The Lord
rushed to the rescue of His helpless devotee who surrendered
his all at His feet and sought refuge (Ananya saranagathi), and
used the discus Sudarsana and saved him.
Even today, in the Sri Parthasarathy Temple at Triplicane,
during Brahmotsava, on one day we can see Lord Varadaraja
Perumal in a pose as if He is about to let loose the discus to
destroy the legendary crocodile. Swami Desikan in his Navainani
MaM t?) sings about this incident in the following words: -